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ABOUT ENERGY 



ESimGY tfSSH (nm-Tim is puUi^ mooth^ by 

the Michigan Computer Consortium, Inc., P.O. Box 1302, 
East Lansing, Michigan 48823. 

Coi>yiight (c) 1986, Michigan Computer Consortium, Inc. 

Individual authors retain all rights ^ articles appearing 
miSKraGY . P a rl i Mk tBprinted sources, con- 

tact the orginal publication. Unless otherwise noted, ma- 
teriid contained in ENERGY may be reproduced in whole 
or in part by any odicrnon-pfofit organizatioB or for other 
non-commercial purposes. Acknowledgement shodd be 
given to "ENERGY . the Michigan Computer Consortium 
Magazine,** and tt^tfieandiorof te material. Please send a 
copy of the reprint to the Michigan Con^uter Consorthim 
at the address above. 

Subscriptions to ENERGY are provided as a benefit of 
membershq) ki one of dto nuirituting the CcHisor^^ 
tium. For information about joining one of the clubs, refer 
to the club data section of this issue or write to the club 
m €« of iUii iiwiiiiiiiin at the address above. Individual 
copies of ENERGY can also be purchased at many greater 
L ra n s ing area locations. 

Please check the mailing label on each issue of EN- 
ERGY that yott receive. Notify your cUdi c^ficers if your 
address changes. The date on the ENERGY mailing label 
is a leminder of your current membe^rship term. 



ABOUT THE MICfflGAN 
COMPUTER CONSORTIUM 

The Mich^ai^ Computer Consortium was formed in 
1983 to sponsor joint activitii^ involving membp^s. 

Current members of MC^ are: . 



Apple Lansing Users Group 

Capitol Hill Atari Owners Society 
l^bdrMichigan Microcomputer Group 
Users Personal Con^ttr Chganization 



Ai^leLUG 

ccoa 

CHAOS 

M^G 

VPCO 



EDITORIAL BOARD 

Erin SwewM^....... .Editor.;........^ 484^114 

Teny Feichtenbiner Business Mgr 371-15^ 

Joe Wemer...... ^.t.M^G Rep ...337-7415 

Skip Osterhus UPCO Rep ..321-3425 

Al Uttle CCUG Rep. ........ .646-0905 
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AppleLUG section ^ 
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ADVERTISING 

Your advertisement in ENERGY will reach over 500 
active computer users m tbe greater i^usii^ area. Four 
sizes of ads tte available, with discounts provided fipp 
multi-issue contracts. Camera-ready ad copy is generally 
needed by the 15th of the month preceding publication. 
Limited gn^hics artwork is available at an extra chuge. 
For more information, contact the Advertising Manager 
listed above. 

^TICLE SiatMISSaONS 



Members are strongly encouraged to submit artides. 
Contact your club's Editorial Board representative. We 
genendly use con^iessed mode printer copy with 3.5 inch 
columns and 8 lines per inch. Deadliiil^te artidiaiS the 
IStb of the month pcecQdiqg publicadon. ^ 



OUR COVER ARTIST 

Our cover this month was done by 
Jennifer Anderson, who wrks at 
Ad¥cmtiirMr liiA^ Itotiire and 
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ACM (Association for Canputing Machinery) 

Meets Monthly. Contact Lew Crippen 377-6636 (days) 
371-3179 (imiiiQs); Hiry Dike or Milt itettt^^ m^4m 
(dixs) 

AM16 (Aiiga Mutual Interest Group) 

Netts Third Monday, 7:30 FM; 255 Physics^stronany 
Biitdiii9, HSU. Contact iUy EttiR9er»^4MIH. 

A9( (Association for Systems Management) 

Meets Bonthly. Contact Richard Olson, CSP, at 323-7000 
ext. 289 -'ir ■■ ■■ ■ ' 

AMie L.U.6. (Lansing Users Group) (MC2) 

Meets 3rd Saturday. 9:30^; 102 South Kedzie Hall. 
MSU. East Lansing. Contact PO Box 27144, Lansing, MI 
489*9? %»r 8. hf^^ 394^18 iftif *m ^ 

CAPKU6 (Capitol Area Kaypro Users Group) " 
Meets monthly. Contact C. Stewart, 5731 Haverhill, 
Lansing, MI 48911; 882-7821. 

CCU6 (Greater Lansing Color Conputer Users Group) (MC2) 

Meets First Saturday, 1:00 PM: East Lansing Public 
Library, 950 Abbott. E.L. Contact PO Box 14114, 
Lansing, MI 48981; Dale Knepper (president) &H9t7. 

CHAOS (Capitol Hill Atari Owners Society) (MC2) 

Meets 3rd Saturday 10:00 m\ 118 Physics-Astronomy 
Bidg., MSU, East Lansing. Contact PO Box 16132, 
Lansing, MI 48901; Leo Sell (president) 393-7792. 

CMOS STING (ST Interest Group) 

Meets 2nd Saturday 10 AM; 118 Physics-Astroniay Bldg. 

CNMie (CiltWiri#thigan Auteur ftadio Clnb) - 

Meets 1st Friday, 8:00 FN; African Red Cross Bldo., 
1800 E. Grand River, Lansing. Contact PO Box 100/3, 
Lansing, MI 48901 

Coup Klub of Lansino (TI Users Group) 

Meets 2nd Tuesday, 7:00 PM; Computer Consignments, SS61 
S. Cedar» Lansing. Contact Jobn Hayes 882-7860. 



Tkf CflModort C1«b (of 8t. Mm) 

Meets Every Tuesday niglit, 7-18 PH. teiict livid 
SMllikNi 224-4678». mnii^. 

DECUS 6LLUG (DEC Users Greater Lansino Local Users Group) 
Hects Apnroxiaately every 2 mmttts at a local DEC user. 
Contact C. N. Uatson (secretary) 483-1111 (days). 



MIG (DEC Rainbow Users Group) 

Contact Jeffrey Weihl 353-3717 
(evenings). 



(days) 349-6967 



LACC (Lansino Area Commodore Club) 

Meets First Wednesday, 7:00 PM; All Saints Episcopal 
Church, 800 Abbott, E.L. Contact PO Box 1065. East 
Lansing, MI 48823; Mike Boyce (president) 337-04D4. 

L^LUG (Lansing Area Mac and Lisa User Group) 

Meets monthly on different day in first week, 7:00 PM, 
at Computer Consignments, 5501 S. Cedar, Lansing. 
Contact Dick McCarrick at Conuter Consigmients, 
394-4498; or Oiarlet Uinttrs 787-5731. 

M3G (Mid-Michigan Microconouter Grouo) (MC2) 

WMts Tbird Tuesday, /sOO PM; Foster Cowiunity Center, 
288 # foster. Lansing. Contact PO Box 1302, East 
Li0sin9, MI 48823; Warren Wolfe (president) 337-7672. 
Executive Meetings First Tuesday, 7:30 PM; Beggar's 
Banquet, 218 Abbott, East Lansing. 

N36 CNTU6 (Central Nfcb. TRS-80 UseHlPMp) 816 (NC2) 
Contact Lee Hodges 669-3258 

M36 CP/M SI 6 (MC2) 

Meets Last Thursday, 7:30 PM; Foster Community Center, 
200 N. Foster. Lansing. Contact Tim Chi Ids 321-4072. 

N36 Heath/Zenith SIB (NC2) 

Meets 2nd Wednesday, 7:30 PM; All Saints Episcopal 
Church, 800 Abbott, E.L. Contact Toi Trjna, 3|l-8^. 

M36 Osborne SI6 (MC2) 

tontact Larry Tirone 484-3921. 

m MUG (MSU k Capitol Area Macintosh Users Group) 

Meets Monthly during MSU school year. Contact John 
Sykes 332-6720. 

tftP.C.O. (Users' Personal Computer Organization— IBM PC grovi) 
Meets 4th Tuesday, 7:30 PM; 116 Ag. EnftUMtfinQ Bl^., 
MSU. Contact Skip Osterhus 321-3425. ^ 

Clubs desifSiM Wl) M neabers of the Michigan CoMutfr 
ConsortiM. 



This listing is as accurate as the information we receive. 

^ "Pd^^* Infanwtion, contact Jot Mimim 

at (S17) 337-7415. 



The Michigan Computer Consortium would like to recognize the following clubs for currently being responsible 
for the monthly production of ENERGY. (Check the CALENDAR page for other club meetings.) 



Apple LUG Mailing address: APPLE L.U.G. 

P. 0. Box 271A4 
Lansing, MI 48909-7144 



WHO: APPLE II and compatible owners/users in mid-Michigan. 

WHAT: Monthly meetings, consisting of announcements, 

questions and answers, and a program on some topic. 



tSontact ptiMMn: lUiry Ma^ 

fshortw 517-394-0115 

<«fter 6:00 p.*.) 



WHEN: Meetings are 3rd Saturday of the nomb at 9:30 a.n. 

WHERE: Rodi t02, SotiHl Hall on the MSU caiRpus^ The NW 

corner of Farm Lane and Audi tar iua roads. 

EXTRA: Public*do»BffySllarfll#e litariiry, ENEimfwii»|#tter, 
tutorials, iml fpliEM interest groups CSI6*8). 



CCUG 



Mailing address: CCUG 

P. 0. Box 14114 
Lansing, MI 48901 



Contact person: Dale Knepper 



phone: 517-626-6917 



?HOU MUCH: Dues are $12.00 a calendar year or $1.00/iiio prorated. 

WHO: An organization devoted to Color computer and NC6809. 

WHAT: Monthly meetings, consisting of announcements, 

questions and answers, and a program on some topi^c. 

WHEN: Meetings are 1st Saturday of the month at 1:00 p.m. 

WHERE: East Lansing Public Library 
950 Abbott, East Lansing, MI 



EXTRA: Public-domain library, ENERGY newsletter.' 



HOW MUCH: Dues are $12.00 a calendar year or $6.00 under age 18. 



M3G 



Mailing address: M3G 

P. 0. Box 1032 
Lansing, MI 48823 



Contact person: Warren Wolf« 



phone: 517-337-7672 



UH^: Open to general computfr interests of all types. 

WHAT: Monthly meetinea« consisting of amouncemtnts, 

questlofw and alisMara, and a program on soma topic. 



WHEN: Meetings are 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

yHERE: Foster Communfty €iiit*r 

200 Nor^ Foster, Lansing, Ml 



UPCO 



Mailing address: Skip Osterhus 

219 Schooner 
Lansir^, MI 48917 



Contact person: Skip CMttarhus 
phone: 517-321-3425 



EXTRA: Public-domain HfoiSilW^€ll»l6ir naii8t«tter, 
and ipaofit InteraatlilBOups ($16*0^ 

HOW MUCH: Dues are $12.00 a calondar yaor. 



WHO: IBM and compatibles owners/users in mid-Michigan. 

WHAT: Monthly meetings, consisting of announcements, 

questions and answers, and a program on some topic. 

WHEN: Meetings are 4th Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 

WHERE: Room 116, Ag Engineering building on the MSU campuf 
located on the SE corner of Shaw and Farm Lane. 



EXTRA: Public-ddaain/ShareWare library, ENERGY and EXCHANGE 
newsl«ttaf«, €U4» M latino board. 



HOW MUCH: Dues are $5.00 per person per 12 months 



THE USER 
by Joe Werner 



HAPPY NSW YBAR!!! I hope you survived the HoUday 
se4ion in good shape* and that youH Join me in 
greeting and welcoming the new year. May it bring 

you joy» lovet and prosperity! 

I suspect that some o-f you -found a new modern^ under 
your tree. If you didt congratulations* and welcome 
to the wonderful world of on-line computing. (If you 
didn't» you might find a good deal on an after- 
Christmas sale.) So here are some thoughts and ideas 
on getting on-line. 

At the end of this article is a list of local Bulletin 
Boards (BBSs). This list is courtesy of Data Basics 
BBS* run by Warren Wol^^ President of MSG. It is 
reasonably complete anT J» aiWct « can make 
it. But be aware that Butietin Sbards come and go* 
and most lists liKe this are out o4 date iMfore they 
are compiled. 

BE VERY CAREFUL AS YOU USE THIS LIST. 
Telephone numbers are easy to get wrong. It is very 
easy to transpose two numbers, and wind up calling 
someone who Knows nothing about computers or 
Bulletin Boards. It's a good idea to call new BBS 
numbers during reasonable hours, so that if you have 
a wrong number, you aren't waking someone. Have 
your telephone handset handyt and be courteous if 
you do git a %m!nQ number. There have been 
suggestions of regulation of on-line activity. A 
large number of complaints about computer-dialed 
wrong numbers at 3 A.M. wifi oi% tncourage 
undesirable restrictions. 

Be aware that there are several telephone exchanges 

locally that are very similar. Consider, for example, 
349- and 394-, or 337- and 377-, or 332- and 322- 
and 323-. For some reason, I find these very easy to 
confuse. You might, also. So be sure to double- and 
triple-check the number you're calling. 

There was a case a few years ago of a person with a 
349- exchange getting a lot of computw* calls. After 
much haislet she found out that people were trying 
to get to a BBS with tti» iSM Humbert but in ^ 
394- exchange (Hiat ts» instead of calling 394-kxxx* 
they were dialing 349-xxxx.) ^ 

Some BBSs will cost you money. Many are free* but 

require you to register before granting you fuH 
access. Babble Net, for example, offers several 
levels of service; the minimum is 50 cents per month. 
LSJ-Access is free but requires that you send a 
Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope with a request for 
a password to LSJ-Access, care of the Lansing State 



Journal. Data Basics requires that you log on and 
leave a message to the SYSOP (SYStem OPerator) 
giving your name* address* telephone number* type of 
system* etc^ Tht WSCF Uter will give you the 
appropriate irivilegt settings. In all cases* RSAO 
THB SCRBSNS THAT COMB UP VWN YOU LOO ON 
FOR THE FIRST TIME, and do what the SYSOP 
requests. (It is his or her system, after all.) 

Finally, remember that BBSs are there for all of our 
enjoyment. That includes you and me, but it also 
includes the SYSOP. Treat the SYSOP's system with 
respect. Give your real name, keep away from 
profanity or illegal postings (such as stolen credit 
card numbers) which could get the SYSOP into legal 
trouble* and in general* be reasonable. 

QpeaKing of enjoyment* you will find that each BBS 
has a diaracteriitic of its own. Some are game* 
oriented* some are information-oriented* some 
specialize in distributing public-domain or 
"freeware" software, and others are very 
specialized. (Check out Political Forum, or Psych 
Forum, or M.A.R.E., for specialized systemsJ 

BabbleNet has recently picked up an interesting 
service, called INFO-MAT magazine. Dennis Hill, 
SYSOP of BabbleNet, downloads a new copy of a 
"magazine" once a week. I just retrieved this week's 
magazine, and it printed out to 25 pages! In it are 
articles abCSlt the newest version of AutoSketch, a 
new verstai of True BASIQ a new distribution 
agriMifit for. Tandori Corp. to distribute ATASI 
high-capacity* hi#i-pffformance Winchester disk 
^rvmm new Atari ST tefMaf<it packagesy warr^s 
abo^ fraudulent satiate TV descramblers* 
RCA/Columbia Pictures special price promotion on 
selected videocassette titles* an AT&T voice 
recognition experiment, and many more items. This 
one service, free to subscribers of BabbleNet, 
illustrates the information spreading power of 
Bulletin Boards. 

If you just got a modem, you now get to explore a 
new and wondrous world of communication — both 
compiilir and human. If yw've had a modem for a 
vM&fimyb9 it's time to go exploring again — there 
have been a lot of changes #1 a f^rly short time. If 
you still don't have a modem* I liope I've given you 
some reasons to think about getting one. In all 
cases* happy computing! 



6 



m3g 



Lansing area bulletin boards in alphabetical order 

as of: 12/14/86 
, Basics BBS 

LBGBND 



$ User JfmMmm^^ 

* 24 hours a day dptration 

! 2400 / 1200 / 300 bailor ^ 

* 300 / 1200 biud 

& 8 data liH^-DtoHptrity 

* 7 data bits» Even parity 



Babblenet (TBBS) (517) 321-9652 (TRS-80) , : 

0 Dennis Hill* Sysop f 
Benchboard (517) 394-2447 (19:00 - 05:30) (COCO) i& ^ 

0 John Evans* Sysop 
The Cat's Meow (FIDO) (517) 694-6344 (UBM -PC) #♦& r 

o Cathy Hartman* Sysop ^ 
Cbaos (AMIS) (517) 371-1106 (ATARI) & 

> o Jahffi Niffift Barry SchrotdirfitiKi CIewley» Sysops 
aty-Utt «lT) 694-8041 C-64) #& 

olMillitfrMtitingtr, Sysop =^ 
The Club (517) 372-3131 

0 Terry ConKlin» Sysop 
L.A.C.C. Bulletin Board* Node #1 (517) 393-1193 #& 

o Tim Devlin* Sysop 
CompuServe 321-2388 $#*+ ] ^ 

0 Commercial Service 
Data Basics RBBS System (517) 337-0261 (IBM-PC) «*& 

0 Warren Wolfe* Sysop — 1200 baud ONLY! 
Flttcher Memorial Home (BBCS Atari) (517) 646-9114 «& 

»liandy Pearson* Sysop 
Gorgon's Lair <RBBS) (517) 349-1401 (22:00 - 10:00) & 



B.S^. (800) 426-3227 
Jtfmy's Dog FtouM O^BBS) (517) 874*1089 ««i 

o Tim Brownt Sysop 
LtlMMl (TBBS) (517) 355-3276 #*& 

0 David NovicKi* Sysop 
LSJ-ACCESS (TBBS) (517) 482-8144 ««& 

o Dan Poor man* Sysop ^ 
M.S.U. Library CLSI (517) 355-3371 #+ 
M.S.U. Library RBBS (517) 353-7232 #♦& 
M.S.U. Cyber Timeshare (517) 353-8500 #♦ 
Panama (517) 321-8358 (ATARI) #4 

o John Sellek* Sysop 
Panama II (517) 321-8580 (ATARI) #& 

o Jin StUtkf SyMp 
fx:. PurmAt RBBS Systtm (800) 835-3001 •«& 
MHfM foruiNnra (517) 339-3783 «H 

o (knlon WUliamt Sysop 
PSYCH rORUM (TBBS) (517) 353-2003 iH 

o Gordon WiUlams* Sysop 
R.J/s Bit Bucket (FIDO) (517) 351-5637 «!& 

o Rick Murray* Sysop 

— * ttmporarily off-line with hardware problems 



Rymaltt's Refuge (RBBS-PC) (517) 627-8015 #!& 

o Bob Ptel* Sysop 
SSSINet (FIDO) (517) 393-1982 #*& 

0 Don Damon* Sysop 
UPCO / 4-H / CANR Lab. RBBS System (517) 355-6594 

(17:00 - 07:30) *8c 

0 Les Mairf<# K^sjiui^ (Konny) Jsi^ 

Toll-charge from Lansing: 

Electronic Trade-N-Po»t 1 (517) 543-0604 (C-64) # 

0 John Sellinger* Sysop (Charlotte) 
Lud's BBS (PC-Board) (517) 750-33t7 ##& 

0 Brian Ludwig* Sysop - 
lf.Aii«e. dficrocoiliputsr Appttca'ttoraltfHMfiu^s* and 
Education) (FIDO) (616) 754-3077 
ill. fiarill* Sysop (Greenville* MI) 
MicroNet (TBBS) 1 (517) 543-0228 (TRS-80) $& 

0 Ladd Riether* Sysop (Charlotte* MI) 
RCPM 1 (616) 693-2648 (CP/M) & 

0 Guy Rogers* Sysop (Lake Odessa* MI) 




3^ A MM ^^"i 



35i 



We wish yott 
Peace a 



- -x f ^ ■ -fti *: 





Holiday Seasoii 

and throffghottt 

the New Year 



K. A. T. Associates* Inc. 

'KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNQLCXBY' 




East Unaine. Ml 48823 
1517) S87-74I5 
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comrrER security 

NoM that the holidays have passed, it is tine to think 
aboyt security for the aen haroware and softnare you 
liff otftfii. Starity ztaH fi M ^Is, security Ut 
the physical hardware and ifority f or Ht softnart and 
text files. Host of the security Measures I will 
discuss are for the hone ccnputerist, bit aaay say bt 
applied to the office enviroMMnt also. 

Thtre are various ways to loct ut your hardware. These 

include locking the rooi where it is kept, locking the 
desk where it is kept, and securing a device to it that 
sounds an alara if somme picks up the coiputer when 
thf deuict is activated. Dot^t forget tbat Miy hOM- 
owners policies only cover a smII portion of your 
conputer's worth. It say be worth getting a rider • 
your current policy. 

YlM CM also take sam precautions to prevent your 
InrAfirf from being stolen. Don't advtrtise that you 

have a computer. Don't put it near a first floor 
window. If your going to throw the cartons away, break 
then down and put thea in a garbage bag. (Better yet, 
keep tbt cirtflM for a year in caw am^ing goes 
iiriiig*) 

You should also take precautions to safe guard your 
diskettes. You should aake copies of aaster diskettes 
w he n ever possible and put the Mster diskettes in a 
safe Dlace. You should also keep then out of the reach 
of little children. I renenber a poster Dick NcCarrick 
had at Ccnputer Consigmients. It showed a little child 
playing with the diskettes and attenpting to rcMve the 
■ylar surface. 

Protecting the software fran unauthorized use is not 
usually as inportant to a hone conputerist as it is to 
a business. For a floppy base systea, you can secure 
your f ilfi fey mmq \km in a desk drawer or in a 
cabinet in another ron. For a hard drive systM it 
nay be necettary Jo rtsortls Mcryptin or 'ncrtt' 
directories. T 

Aaotbtr area that sost people don't think of is seading 
files to another conputer via the Bodefl* iAgaia, lar 

nost people this is not inportant. However , soneone 
with the right equtpnent can listen in on your phone 
call and steal your infomatioo. If your data is 
rtally wnsitive , you should use w^yption. 

i 

If what you are working on is really sensitive, you 
should know that sane people dain that soneone can 
reconstruct what is displayed on your CRT fron its 
electro-nagnetic cnisions. You will mat to talk to a 
consultant about protecting your data because eH*PMtt 
to fMrd agaiast this is not readily available. 

Lastly, you should know about 'Trojan Horses'. These 
are progran that look innocent but destroy data, etc. 
Host of these are found in the public dona in on 
bulletin boards. Host Sysops test programs they get 
fron people they don't know, but they can't catch 
everything. Hany bulletin boards have a list of the 
known Iriiar llvm-. Tht m^^m W^Vm ' agaiast 
thtit traH it to havt iirrn|t fligfei^ nf ovirylhljii. 
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ACH HEET1N6 PUVfO 

The next neeting of the Hic-Hichigan Chapter of the 
Association for Conputino Hachinery (ACH) will be January 7, 
1987, at the Hother Code restaurant in East Lansing. 
(Heeting at 7:30 pn: social hour and dinner before.) 
Schtiitid ii mu Scieszka, of the Hichtoan 

DeparbNnt of Natural Resources, who will speak, on the 
'^^chiQan Land Resource Inventory'. For nore infomation, 
contact one of the people listed under ACH in the 
Calendar/Club List page in the front of this month's Q€R6Y. 



AH Mak^ Aiid Syotoms - Softivai* * Pwrtphwwte 
Forms, nbbm OlthB * A it uooo rt Oi 

COMPUTER CONSIGNMENTS 

PRE-OWHED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 
NEW RESALE STORE REPAIR 

SYSTEI^S HOKIE/BUSiNESS SERVtQE 

'The Umi^^iendiy ^ 

5501 SOUTH CEDAR S^^' ^^V ' '.^.L*.^,^ 
LANSING. MICHIGAN mhtf" «i^**SJ2JS 



H AUGHT PRINTING 

S127-C AURELIUS ROAO 

UNSIN6. HI 48911 

(517)393-6550 



EVER WISH YOU COULD HAVE YOUR OWN "IN-HOUSE" PRINTER 



Well now you can!!! 
Hmn^ii ti» vmm fg¥ir<<<rfJMa»fHT PRINTING 

We are geared to give you that "PERSONALIZED" service that has 
beoi so fnistratii^ly lacking £rom your neighborhood "fast printer". 

HAUGHT PRINTING wants you to consult with us. Let us sit down 
and discuss YOUR printing problems . . . your needs. To give your 
printed piece that "PROFESSIONAL TOUCH" wc can help you obtain 
TYPESETTING, ART WORK and KEYUNING pion^)ay and at a 
leaaonaUe cost Naturally, we also wdcome your prepared, camera- 
ready matraial. 
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PnMfid&nt: Arte Kbelewyn 
Vio9'Pr9sid9nt: Jim DtNitat 
Secr^n9:Q9n G. Marti^ 
Trsasurmr, Dick f •rrl» 



AP0l« LVG Officers 



1382 Red Leaf Lane, East Lansinq 
3882 Okemos Rd., Okemos 
822 W. Willoughby Rd.. Lansing 
$02 W. Columbia St., Mason 
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PSOOIAH THIS Wa^XH 

Plans for this month's program as of press 
time have not been finalized. As last reported 
we are trying to have Hartley Software come 
in with a presentation. This is a local 
company from Dimondale. They have created 
a variety of educational programs of interest 
to all. We will be meeting in our regular 
location In room 102 at S. Kedzie Hall on the 
M.S*U. Campus. We Will be meeting on the 
third Satiinl«r^4«miin^ mfe f'^a^wi. --xi?^^ 

3S- 



HAVE YOU RENEWED YET 7 «^ * 



Is this ydiirl«it^ue ? If you look at the 
Ubsl on tht toeii^itf this Issue It will tell 
you If you forset to renew your membership 
with Apple L.03K'T#rw rensv»4 l«te th«i 
it will be caught before the next Issue tn 
EnerQ^ comes outi l»e mM Is s k isr i i Td to 
having you with us again this coming year . 



OVH DECEMBER MEETING 



For those of you who missed our 
meeting you missed a fun and fuUfilllr ^ !^ , . 
eating and talking) meeting. We ell liiiyilit M 
it was a lot of fun. There was plenty to eat 
and lots of socializing by everyone. It was 
a time to get to know some of the other 
members iqjthe CgiMb. 



We would like to heartillv thank the following 
area Dealers for their donations to our door 
prizes at the meeting:Computer Connection, 
Computer Consignments, Computerland, 
Marshall's Computer Supplies, and Software 
City. Wl^iout Places like these where would 
we be todaar t 

The following people won door prizes: 
Joe Adams - Disk box pack 
Tony Atwater - Box of disks • 
Tom Basnight - Copy II + , . 
Terri Cleary - Moebius , ^ ^ 

Dkk Ferris - Copy II + 
Stan Hecker -wBank St Writer 
ArUMlMAH^ - Copy II + 
Gsry^ PkMi - f 15 #trl4« gasle 
John Morton DIsIc box 
Dob ReyneWs ^ Wlufdry JCrMit of mamonds 
Marvin Ronei^^llieMrtteiN^ 
Charlie SanClemenie - Bw Of tmm 
RoscMary Szarka - Exodus Wtliw HI 



We alsa held our drai4ng from among those 
members whs^ Mi r^iemil the membership 
with Api»l» L.UXr» The winner of the drawing 
was Terrl ®eeey* »mi v#on#«ubscriimon to 

Nibble Magaxlneir- ^ - - ^ *- 

As It turned out besides the above persons 
who won we were also able to make everyone 
a winner by giving the rest of the people 
i^t the meeting a certificate worth two disks 
#CNt M Library. Congratulations to 
Bveryoiie! 
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Apple LUG News 



January, 1987 



RESCUE BAJDEM^ - A BEIVIEU 

Reviewed by Robert J. Reynolds 
Program from Sir-Tech Software Inc. 
6 Main Street 

Oqdensburg. NY 13669 ^- 

The preiiiM of thte ffee^s/StrMsy' 
Is terrorists have, with ^ am el % 
HfMFiiulMNeiione bad^ wHi MBM Ummm 
of Normandy during the Second VIorld Wv. It 

is their intention, with the use of moderrr 
weapons to influence the outcome of that 
battle in favor of the Nazi forces. By doing 
this, they will change history (our present) 
to their advanta^^^ 



You. as-l^p Un ri r ate have M tum 

and the same modern weapons^ fhi 

equipment at your disposal Includes attack 
helicopters, tanks, anti-aircraft missile 
launchers, missiles and bombs. You also have 
ground soldiers and engineers and most 
importantly, demolition team vehicles. The 
goal of the game is win eight(8) battles by 
getting a demolition team to the enemy time 
machine and blowing It up and thus Pi"03f||||^|0 
Wetory. ; .^<sj^?%*ji 



t St 



The helicopter is the only element that you 
have direct control over; along with its 
missiles, machine guns and bombs. The rest 
of the equipment and men can be sent into 
battle as long as you have earned enough 
money by staying In the air with your 
helicopter. 

The game makers claim that it a combination 
of both tactics (shoot-em-up) and strategy 
and this is partly true, however, both 
elements fail to some degree in the marriage. 
Shooting down an enemy helicopter can usually 
only be accomplished if you 'get the drop' 
on it using the radar element of the screen 
before It appears In the battle arena. There 
doesn't seem be be any way to win an aerial 
combat engagement except to avoid the other 
he^^pter and lead It into range of your 



It also seems unrealistic that both sides 
should have unlimited rmmm§ ta,^row into 
M^Omm^Um there is a score penalty for 
using teo Mny elements, it would be a much 
better game if lielh sides hiMi a lieitaid and 
known amount of men and equipment to draw 
mu The preaching mm m^ do c u msw litto n 
ibout the evils of war not-with-standing. a 
%#ar of attrition is about the best one can 
is. 

The game Is very playable however, and can 
be^ quite addictive once you have carefully 
read aU of the documentation. This is very 
necessary. This is not the type of game that 
you can Just boot and grab your Joystick. The 
graphics are very good and the helicopter is 
very responsive to control. In fact, shooting 
ground based elements is almost too easy. 
One feature that was missing that was 
surprising was sound. With all of the shooting 
and bombing, a sound feature would have 
seemed to be a natural addition. 

This gaMPfN^iUviewed dr^ Apple He with 
i28K of Ram IdMiPii!^ only <4K is required. 
h lorvtMr ani une disk^ ^ve is^so 
necessary. It retails for The back- 

up is on the flip side of the program disk 
and the documentation is reasonably well 
written and quite detailed. 
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ANSWERS TO LAST MONTH'S 
WAP ACROSTIC 



"Every time we change our products, it opens up new mar- 
ket niches. Whoever ships fust nakes out like a bandit 
Those who don't adjust are less fodunaie, but that's the 
American way." 

Amhor NealAmsdea 

Wofk: >^iple% New Products 

Source: Outtide Apfde - April Fools Edition 



A. Avouch 

B. Matthew 

C. Shuts ' 

D. Dutch 

E. Enjoy 

F. Neighbor 

G. Awake 

H. Punks 

I. Patti 

J. Liberate 
K. Editorial 



Wocds 



M Newsman 
N. Enforces 
O. Whispers 
P. Poem 
Q. Raftered 
R. Ottawa 
S. Dieu 
T. Universe 
U. Cometh 
V. Tasty 
W. Shiuits 
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Warren Wolfe 
President, M3G 



Data Basics 
2962 Horizon Drive 
E. Lansing, Michigan 48823 

Voice (517) 337-7672 

Data Basics RBBS System 
Data (517) 337-0261 




SPECIAL 



NOT .1 C E 



T P .. M B E R.S 



The meeting dates for the Mid-Michigan Microcomputer Group 
;.re thTtTfrd TO^^^ of each month. The meetings will take 
^itnt at the Foste^^ 200 North Foster, just 

7?00 pm, SHARP, since wiT liave to be done by 9:00 p.m. ^ 



M 3 G ^ 



ti*3B I, B a t o M if 



• January is the month for the election of club officers for 
the nid-Sigan Microcomputer Group, ^ u^^^^^ 

members (past, present, and P^°SP^?^^^^)„^° *f ^"fi.ff c^pligj 
if appropriate. In the great tradition of M3G I shall campaign 

dilligently for the office of ex-president. 

Mert^ers should bear in mind the tendency of the membership 
to alaet officers from those NOT present 



P ABSENTATION 



TOPIC 



all "la^g^^f^^Vlvtfression ^W^»iB" *<> * 
chosen means of expression. 

interesting meeting. Please try to attend! 
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CCUG 



By Al Uttle 

At this tiie, as you are reading this, Christsas is now a 
thing of the past. Due to the need to subiit iteis for 
publication at the tiie Me do, and tbt date printing and 
■ailing Energy to you, our leeting is i^^iUy wm _Jfi4 tk9 

Hi hope that you have had a wonderful holiday and that all 
your Nishes caat true and that your CoCo recti vtd fott nici 
prtfmti alio. Haybt a big brother (CoCo 3)| potiibly a diik 
drivif or tuo, laybe even iMIt lidtd; or evm a prlnttr; 
could be that you received a aodii. And, htavto forbidf 
tviryonc tfftirtd your coaputtr-oriented Niihes and W had to 
i^**" itiM fooriilf ! * 

And, if you ari 4Wi^^ iftt Co& faaH y, m of M first 
things you should do, if noilftready receiving it, 'is order 
the RainbON Kagazine. The best written source of inforiation 
available. Then don't just read it, study those articles that 
apply to your area of interest. " ■-■ " 

Secondly, get to the CCU6 leetings and get involved. Ask 
questions. Take part in the interesting discussions. You will 
find soeebody at these leetings that can answer your aost 
puzzling questions and soieone who can tell you where to get 
the answers if no one seeis to have that answer. 

For the regulars, bring your newest acquisition to the next 
■Mtiog. ALSO, J)ri99 a friiod. Sai you^lira! 



The tecMhtr leiting mm ktkLM kHm East Imwkn PtfUic 
lihr«)^ «i AhMt fioatff or riftthr iHtin| m 
Sitardiyt Die. 4, i 

th» iml f »m m»ii9§^m'$Mm&timmitmi^ m m 

upciMifi9 Sprint CtMortitti 910% fwinri MIT ior 
ckrlMciHiii iHirfMii. Ftr ill tha currant datails of tha 
ShoN consult thf Novtabtr isiut of Entrgy. 

CCU6 Nill be participating and coitittees will be set up at 
an tirly date. Plans are being aade and we want to have auch 
participation. Keep the date open (April 26 at the Clarion 
Hotel ) and plan on taking an active part in this event. We 
will need equipient and personnel to give deaonstrationsi 
talk with interested attendees, lan the tables, etc. 

This is an excellent opportunity for all Consortiui aeaber 
clubs to fatten each club treasury and to show the public 
what our faiily of CoCo's will do. So be sure to attend tha 
next CCU6 aeijting and get involved. 



In doing soie reading in tha Oct., 1986 Personal Coaputing 



Ragazint ut fM me interesting iM».|irf ar t a fiitt 

In thiir fMings, of^ t«H«i^imtl|¥if4iai Cotputers 
In 1989, li^ TRS-80 Color Coaputer tied with Apple lie in 
place with 270,000 sales. The Coaaodore 64 was in 
First place with 600,000 sales. 

They stated that the "5 Things a Personal Coaputif Mill Be 
Able to Do in Five Years" are: ^ ^ ' 

1. Transoarent use. No operating systeo cooiiands 
or languages for user to know; transparent 
integration of telephone and personal coaputer. 

2. Voica and data integration. 

3. Access to hundreds of legabytes of data through 
use of optical disks aii4^^ apptaraact of -fftd 
MljCiitCOa* 

li'^^dlill^i^ iit^liginct-hasa^ applications that 
- ^iittl^ 'iaarttr* than today's lof tvara. 

5. Intagratiift of f«hliaMii|: iJtti^l 

araas of businan. pxpansivc, aora : 
User printers that will print in color. ' ^ 

Another of tha predictions froa an interesting article 
titled, 'Technology at New Plateaus", was that the new and 
very powerful 32-bit Intel chip will be the next aajor step 
in technological advances. They stated that the '3S6 can do 
four aillion operations a second, giving it the power of a 
VAX einicoaputer." Such fantastic progress froa the tiee of 
the invention of the licroprocessor in the early 1970s by Ted 
Hoff at Intel Corp., tha Silicon Valley saaiconductor 
aanufacturer. 



Murphy's Law as applied to coaputingi 

Your software works with evary printer except your qm. 
You'll di^ata a Nhola Una |tMa ipu iiaotad to dalata a iiord* 

If you are able to bag, borroa or steal a copy of Parional 
Coaputing, Oct., 1986 issue, do so. You will find it filled 
with aany good articles and lots of Coaputer Trivia. 



Be sura to chKk tha expiration lata in ^ label affixed to 
thii issur «f fMrfy.^fi iiin Itt you know if your dues are 
- tflf^ind if they are, get together with our treasurer, Craig 
Hahn at the next leeting. You won't want to aiss an issue nor 
be in arrears. Thanks. - w*- ^^^^ 

See you at the next aeeting. -M^ ^ u^^-^ 
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GET IT IM miTlllG! 
By R. Timothy Cleaents - 

One Vfery valuable bit of legal advice, 
applicable to numerous situations, is 
"Get it in writing!" It makes sense that 
if you are purchasing computer hardware 
or software, you want some written 
assurance that you will receive the 
materials requested at an agreed:7U{K>n 
prlci^^ . c^g^rdJya^s of whether 4^ not^yoor 
salesman is present and rmemk^exm you 
when you go to pick it up*^. i^rt from 
this threshold situation, i^n else is it 
wise to "get it in writing?" 

You may be suspriMd - how' the law 
affects the answer to this question. 

Suppose you are assembling and selling 
clones, or turnkey systems. Now you are 
the seller, and the same laws which apply 
to your local computer store apply in 
large part to you. For example, under 
Michigan law, a contract to sell goods, 
such as a computer, for an amount of $500 
or more» is not enforceable unless there 
is some written agreement signed by the 
party ag^lnmt wtoi^e contract is to be 
enforced* If yotf4-:#teEIE^ ordering parts 
for a lafg* ordSir without a written 
document signed by the fna^chnser which 
describes your agre^iihltv ' may back 
out, ' lewing you with more computers than 
you can conveniently sell. 

If you complete the sale, and receive 
your money, you still have to be 
concerned about the warranty obligations 
you assume. As a seller, you implicitly 
warrant the "penchant ability" of the 
computer or system (that it is fit for 
the ordinary purposes for which such a 
computer or system is generally used) 
unless you proferly exeliid# this warranty 
in a written contract. If ^^&e buyer is 
relying on your special knowledge or 
Judgm^ait |o select and furnish the 
appropriate "^system, you may also be 
implicitly warranting the system's 
fitness for that particular purpose, 
unless you properly exclude this warranty 
in the contract also. 



How about damages when the computer 
doesn't work as represented? Who pays 
for the cost of returning the system, or 
the cost of r^l^riating a zapped 
database? ¥ho pays"^; fot the "down time" 
(lost sales) a iuiitiess dependent on 

the system you furnished? As the Sfller, 
you may find you have open-endeS 
liability, unless it is limited by the 
proper written agreement. The goal here 
is not to avoid all responsibility for 
problems which develop after the sale; it 
is to limit your responsibility to the 
repair of defects in your product which 
arise within a reasonfLble period of time 
after the sale. 

Written agreements are useful for more 
than sales situations. Suppose you have 
a whiz-bang dBase III user on your staffs 
who wasn't hired as a programmer, but who 
has developed a lot of neat, useful 
(maybe critical) applications in his 
"free" time at the office or at home 
evenings and weekends. Your competitor 
offers him a job, and he accepts. Can he 
take all that programming with him? 
Absent a written agreement to the 
CWtMi^t he may be able to (the exact 
facts would be important in answering 
tidUl question). Can he really go to work 

^ down the street one day after ieaving 
^oti^ ^4ad work directly in eon^titien 

: w^iMgM|08^ That question would be easier 
to answer, and may not even come uft tf 
you had previously acquiip«i a reasmable, 
written noncompetition agreement from 
him. 

Writing a good agreement requires 
experience and a knowledge of the 
applicable laws. The more difficult task 
for you is realizing that you need a 
written agreement in the first place. I 
have only touched on a few situations 
which call for a written agreement; there 
are many more. If yoti don't know from 
personal experience when "getting it in 
■ writing" is necessary or advisable, then 
' learn f rom tllbiie lflf<H^ Talk with 

knowledgeable friends, business people, 
or an attorney. A little efrbrf mow can 
avoid a lot of problems down the road. 
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A OAUG's View 
by 

DATA DAUG 



Here I ai in the Dawg House on New Years Day, and I have 
the doggonest Hangover froa the party last night. It seeis 
the the local techies were Partying over at the new hot 
spot, C.J. Barryiores. And you, ly adoring public, knows 
what lengths The Dawg will go to get a story, even to put up 
i»ith a headache on the first day of 1987. 

Speaking of getting stories, last week I was with the 
boisterous boys froi Boca Batan, drinking Pina Coladas at 
Raions. There I was inforied that the new PC II was in 
production and stacked up to the rafters in the warehouse in 
Texas. Everything you have heard is true. The lachine is 
proprietary, leaning the all the expansion is Big Blue or 
nothing at all. The aarketing rep. told le to watch the 
Skin's/Bai's gaae last Sunday. To ay surprise, at the third 
quarter the IBM logo caae up and aale voice said to expect 
new announceaents within the next thirty days. I couldn't 
believe ay long floppy ears. IBH beforehand letting the 
custoaers know of new products before the official 
introduction? Could the long established aarketing practice 
of never coaaenting about new products until they were 
released be abolished? The answer - YBS, they have declared 
war in the PC aarket! 



On the Apple front, it seeas that Apple has released a 
special edition of the II GS. This one has the special 
edition logo on the front and the Woz's signature on it. 
This light turn out to be a collectors itea soieday. If you 
haven't seei the aachine, take soae tiae and go the the 
local Apple dealer and check it out. There is a ausic deio 
that will blow your socks off. With the sound chip that is 
capable of producing 16 different sound frequencies at once, 
the lusical instruaent that it can produce has a very 
realistic sound to it. Oh, did I forget to aention that the 
coipany is only producing two thousand of the special 
edition II GS? If you want one, you better hurry. 

Do inquiring linds want to know? Yes, that's why they 
read this colum. Have you notice the cheap, rip off, 
iiitation of this type of coluan (Just kidding, iaitation is 
the highest fora of flattery) in Info World. I think he 
reads his copy of Energy and that's where he get his 
inforaation. Like what you have read in the last four 
coluans? GREAT! Don't like what you have read? Let the 
precious pouch know. I know for a fact that if you have a 
coaaent about this coluan or any thing you read in the 
greatest aonthly publication to coae out L.A. (Lansing 
Area), the editor wants to know. Speaking of inquiring 
ainds, you have asked for it and now you are going to get 
it. Next aonth D.D. will give 10 predictions of what's 
going to happen in the coaputer industry in 1987. Jean 
Dixon doesn't know all. 

Well this is the end of this aonths coluan. I aa about 
to send this article to ay new Epson LQ 2500 printer, 
hopefully it can keep up with the output of the Coapaq 386. 
As always, if you want an official Data Dawg Collar just 
send a tip to any of the local bulletin boards, or send a 
self -addressed staaped envelope to the editor of Energy. 



Arf Arf 
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Marvin L. Watdeil 
MeridLmi Systems 
517-349*5750 24 hours 

* Bui^lnesd Sy^tBM^ Consulting 

* AT Compatibles At $1999.00 
(20MB hard disk and mono monitor) 

^ Novell Network Installation 



FOk SALE « . . Kev Year Special) 



* I left of FZAMmORK II at $325.00 

(all software is original 

and shrink wrapped as well) 



Call 517*484^2114 and leave a message. 
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